
2009 Ducru Beaucaillou

Rating: (96-98+)
Drink: 2013-2053

Can the 2009 Ducru Beaucaillou be better than the brilliant
2000  and  extraordinary  2003  and  2005?  Purchasers  will
have to  decide for  themselves,  but  this  compelling effort  is
one of the all-time great Ducru Beaucaillous. It is a blend of
85%  Cabernet  Sauvignon  and  15%  Merlot  that  achieved
13.5% natural alcohol, and, remarkably, despite the fact that
90% new oak was utilized, not a hint of wood can be found
in  either  the  aromatics  or  flavors.  This  inky/purple-hued,
unctuously textured 2009 reveals layers and layers of blue,
red,  and  black  fruits,  and  hints  of  licorice  and  spice  box.
Despite  its  substantial,  massive  size,  it  retains  an  elegant
style,  but  will  need 3-5  years  of  cellaring.  It  should  last  for
40+ years. (Tasted once.) ...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Haut Bailly

Rating: (96-98+*)
Drink: 2010-2050

The  greatest  Haut-Bailly  ever  made?  One  can’t  speak
enough  of  the  job  Veronique  Sanders  has  done  in  2009,
allied with the owner, the American banker Robert Wilmers,
who has given her carte blanche authority. Tiny yields have
resulted  in  the  most  concentrated  Haut-Bailly  I  have  ever
tasted.  Eclipsing even the 2005,  the 2009 (a blend of  60%
Cabernet Sauvignon, 37% Merlot, and 3% Cabernet Franc)
possesses 13.9% natural alcohol. Dense purple to the rim, it
exhibits  a  precise,  nuanced  nose  of  mulberries,  black
cherries,  black  currants,  graphite,  and  a  singular  floral
component.  A  wine  of  profound  intensity  and  full-bodied
power, yet stunningly elegant, and never heavy or massive,
it builds incrementally on the palate, and the finish lasts over
45  seconds.  Remarkably,  there  is  not  a  hard  edge  to  be
found in this beauty. The Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet
Franc  were  harvested  between  October  7  and  14,  which
explains  their  phenolic  maturity.  The  wine’s  extraordinary
freshness,  elegance,  and precision are nearly surreal.  This
tour  de  force  should  age  brilliantly  for  40+  years.   (Tasted
two times.)...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Haut Brion

Rating: (98-100)
Drink: -

There  are  10,500  cases  of  the  2009  Haut-Brion,  from  a
blend  of  46%  Merlot,  40%  Cabernet  Sauvignon,  and  14%
Cabernet  Franc.  For  technicians,  the  highest  ever  natural
alcohol,  14.3%,  was  achieved,  with  a  pH  of  3.9,  which  is
about  the  same  as  the  1989  and  1990,  as  well  as  1959.
This is the kind of wine to send chills even up my spine, and
I  have  been  tasting  here  for  nearly  30  years.  An
extraordinary  nose  of  plum,  blueberry,  raspberry,  crushed
rock,  and  that  intriguing  floral  as  well  as  unsmoked  cigar
tobacco note (a classic sign of  this terroir)  is  followed by a
wine of creamy unctuosity reminiscent of 1989, but there is
a  freshness,  vibrancy  and  precision  that  is  historic  and
possibly  unprecedented.  Some  graphite  emerges  as  the
wine sits in the glass, but the wine is very thick while at the
same  time  precise  and  elegant.  This  is  the  quintessential
expression of one of the greatest wine terroirs of the world.
To  reiterate,  the  good  news  is  that  there  are  going  to  be
10,500  cases  of  Haut-Brion  in  2009,  which  is  about  1,500
more cases than the 9,000 produced in 2005. This wine will
probably  need  7-8  years  of  cellaring  when  released  and
evolve as well as the 1959 has (which is still a perfect wine
today), so we’re realistically talking 50-75 years when stored
in a cool cellar. (Tasted once.) ...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Lafite-Rothschild

Rating: (98-100)
Drink: 2010-2110

The  2009  Lafite  Rothschild  is  a  candidate  for  “wine  of  the
vintage.”  Although the  2003 was powerful  (12.9% alcohol),
the  2009 came in  at  13.4% alcohol.  It  is  a  blend of  82.5%
Cabernet Sauvignon, 17% Merlot, and the rest Petit Verdot.
Only 45% of the crop went into the grand vin, which may be
the most concentrated Lafite I have ever tasted. There is not
a  hard  edge  to  be  found  in  this  inky/purple-colored  wine
displaying  notes  of  charcoal,  incense,  black  currants,  and
licorice.  In  the mouth,  it  represents  a  liqueur  of  black fruits
offered  in  a  remarkably  full-bodied,  incredibly  elegant,  lush
style.  Expansive,  savory,  staggeringly  concentrated,  and
voluptuous  as  well  as  wonderfully  precise  with  a  hint  of
minerality, this sensational wine’s technical numbers are off
the  charts.  Is  this  a  replay  of  the  1959? Although it  will  be
surprisingly approachable in its youth, this is a 50-100-year
wine.  (Tasted once.)...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Latour

Rating: (98-100)
Drink: -

The 2009 Latour has off the charts concentration in addition
to  the  highest  level  of  tannin  ever  measured  at  the  estate.
The final blend was somewhat unusual in that it consists of
91.3%  Cabernet  Sauvignon  and  8.7%  Merlot,  and  clocked
in at 13.7% alcohol (even higher than the 2003). Possibly a
100-year  wine,  it  boasts  an  inky/black/purple  color  as  well
as an extraordinary perfume of super-intense blue and black
fruits,  graphite,  and  a  liqueur  of  rocks-like  minerality.
Enormously  full-bodied  yet  at  the  same  time  incredibly
fresh,  vibrant,  and  precise,  it  coats  the  mouth,  and  builds
incrementally  to  skyscraper-like  texture,  and  a  whopping
finish that lasts over a minute. This remarkable wine reveals
a certain accessibility already, yet one senses that it will be
even  richer,  more  nuanced,  and  fuller  by  the  time  it  is
bottled  in  mid-2011.  A  monumental  wine  from  a
monumental  vintage  in  the  Medoc,  this  is  our  children's
children's children's elixir. (Tasted once.)

There  is  no  doubting  that  Director  Frederic  Engerer  and
owner  Francois  Pinault  are  thrilled  with  what  they  have
accomplished  at  Latour.  These  three  wines  are  hugely
different in price, but all are extraordinary....

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Leoville-Las Cases

Rating: (96-100)
Drink: 2013-2063

The 2009 is  one of  the greatest  Leoville  Las Cases I  have
ever  tasted,  which  is  saying  something  given  the  many
compelling wines that have been made at this estate. A final
blend  of  76%  Cabernet  Sauvignon,  15%  Merlot,  and  9%
Cabernet Franc has resulted in a wine that appears to be a
hypothetical  blend  of  the  1982,  1986,  and  1996.  Its  13.8%
alcohol is perhaps the only thing that sets it apart from those
vintages, which had nearly a full percentage point less. The
high alcohol is barely noticeable in this 2009, which boasts
an  inky/purple  color,  monumental  concentration,  and  great
clarity  and  purity  of  creme  de  cassis,  black  cherry,  spice
box,  graphite,  and  wet  rock  characteristics.  Extremely
full-bodied with a boatload of sweet tannin nearly concealed
by  the  wine-s  power,  glycerin,  and  awesome  fruit
concentration,  this  intense  effort  never  tastes  heavy  or
tiring. This remarkable St.-Julien should be accessible in 3-4
years, and will evolve for 40-50.  (Tasted once.) ...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Leoville-Poyferre

Rating: (97-100*)
Drink: 2010-2015

One of the stars of the vintage, it will be interesting to see if
Poyferre  ultimately  eclipses  Las  Cases as  the  finest  of  the
three  Leovilles.  The  2009  is  even  better  than  the  2000,
2003, and 2005. Its inky/purple color precedes a wine filled
with extraordinary opulence, voluptuous texture,  and sweet
tannin.  It  offers  both  intellectual  and  hedonistic  pleasure
with layer upon layer of ripe fruit. Yields were 43 hectoliters
per  hectare,  the  blend  is  more  than  two-thirds  Cabernet
Sauvignon and the rest Merlot, and the natural alcohol is the
highest  ever  measured  at  this  estate,  13.95%.  The  high
alcohol  is  not  the  least  bit  noticeable  because  of  the
extraordinary  concentration  and  freshness  possessed  by
most  2009s  -  a  vintage  characteristic  that  will  serve  these
wines  for  decades  to  come.  This  is  a  wine  to  purchase by
the  case-load.  It  should  drink  well  for  4-5  years.   (Tasted
three times.)...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Chateau Margaux

Rating: (98-100)
Drink: 2010-2110

Thirty-five  percent  of  the  crop  went  into  the  2009  Chateau
Margaux,  composed  of  87%  Cabernet  Sauvignon,  9%
Merlot,  and  the  rest  Petit  Verdot  and  Cabernet  Franc.  The
alcohol  level  of  13.3%  is  high,  but  not  excessively  so.  A
wine such as this is like the quintessence of terroir. A super,
uber-concentrated perfume of creme de cassis and flowers
cascades across the palate with a lightness of being despite
massive  concentration,  a  sumptuous  personality,  and  an
unctuous  texture.  I  have  never  tasted  a  Chateau  Margaux
quite  like  this.  It  should  be  relatively  drinkable  at  an  early
age, yet will last for 50-100 years.  Oh my! (Tasted once.)

Paul  Pontallier  told  me  they  had  never  had  such  levels  of
concentration  and  tannin  as  they  did  in  2009,  exceeding
anything  they  ever  produced  since  the  Mentzelopoulos
family  purchased  this  property  in  1978.  Pontallier  believes
1996  is  the  closest  stylistically,  but  2009  is  significantly
more  concentrated  than  that  vintage.  I  do  not  disagree
because  tasting  the  second  wine,  Pavillon  Rouge  du
Chateau  Margaux,  demonstrates  that  the  2009  is  far
superior  to  almost  every  Chateau  Margaux  made  in  the
fifties,  sixties,  and  seventies,  except  for  the  1961  and
1953....

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 La Mission Haut Brion

Rating: (98-100)
Drink: 2010-2110

La Mission Haut-Brion has made so many great wines over
the  last  100  years,  it  would  be  stupid  to  say  the  2009
somehow  exceeds  this  estate-s  great  classics,  such  as
1929,  1945,  1949,  1953,  1955,  1959,  1961,  1982,  1989,
1990, 1998, 2000, or 2005. Certainly it will take its place in
the  pantheon  of  all  the  great  La  Mission  Haut-Brions  ever
made.  There  are  6,000  cases  of  it,  made  from  a  blend  of
47%  Cabernet  Sauvignon,  47%  Merlot,  and  6%  Cabernet
Franc. The natural alcohol hit 14.7%, which far exceeds the
perfect  wines  of  1982,  1989  and  1990.  Opaque  purple  in
color,  with  an  extraordinary  nose  of  blueberry  liqueur
intermixed with camphor, charcoal, hints of burning embers
and truffles, and loads of black berry and black currant fruit,
the wine has sublime concentration and purity, a finish that
goes well past 60 seconds, and not a hard edge to be found
in  this  sumptuous,  almost  over-the-top,  full-bodied  wine  of
enormous  power  and  massive  density  and  richness.  An
immortal effort, it should drink well for 50-100 years! (Tasted
once.)

Harvest  started  around  September  9  at  La  Mission
Haut-Brion, and finished almost a month later, on October 6.
To get an idea of just how extraordinary all  the wines from
the Dillon family are in 2009, just consider how phenomenal
the second wines are.... - Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Mouton-Rothschild

Rating: (96-98+)
Drink: -

This  is  the  most  backward  and  unevolved  of  all  the  Left
Bank  (Medoc)  first-growths.  In  10-20  years,  the  2009
Mouton  Rothschild  should  rank  alongside  the  greatest
vintages of the last three decades (1986 and 1982). Yields
were  a  small  30  hectoliters  per  hectare,  the  final  blend  is
88% Cabernet Sauvignon and 12% Merlot, and the finished
alcohol  is  13.2% (not  particularly  high  in  this  vintage).  The
pH  is  3.81,  and  the  index  of  tannins,  the  highest  ever
measured,  a  whopping  20%  higher  than  the  next  highest
vintage.  The  tannins,  while  present,  are  silky  and
well-integrated, one of the hallmarks of the 2009 vintage. An
inky/purple  color  is  accompanied  by  classic  aromas  of
creme  de  cassis,  violets,  and  hints  of  graphite  and
background  oak.  The  overwhelming  impression  is  one  of
layer  upon  layer  of  fruit,  full-bodied  opulence,  and  good
structure. It tastes as if it were 2-3 months old rather than a
post-malolactic,  fully  assembled  barrel  sample  ...  it’s  that
young, but so incredibly promising. A 50- to 100-year wine?
Probably. (Tasted once.)  ...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Petrus

Rating: (96-100)
Drink: 2020-2070

Harvested  between  September  17  and  the  beginning  of
October,  the  2009  Petrus  reminds  me  of  what  the  1982
tasted  like  at  a  similar  age.  Sweet  tannins  along  with
extraordinarily  pure  mulberry  and  black  cherry  fruit
intermixed with hints of  licorice and truffle are found in this
2009  in  addition  to  a  voluptuous  mouthfeel,  an  unctuous
texture,  and,  for  Petrus,  relatively  high  alcohol  of  14.2%.
Stuffed,  rich,  and  creamy-textured  with  a  full-bodied,
powerful,  exuberant  personality,  it  should  be  approachable
in a decade, and last for 40-50 years.  (Tasted once.)...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)

Copyright 2010, The Wine Advocate, Inc. - Reprinted with permission

2009 Pichon-Longueville Comtesse de Lalande

Rating: (96-98)
Drink: 2010-2040

The  blend  for  the  2009  Pichon  Lalande  is  dominated  by
Cabernet  Sauvignon,  somewhat  unusual  at  this  estate
which  usually  has  more  Merlot  in  the  blend.  As  stated
previously,  the  Cabernet  Sauvignon  reached  levels  of
ripeness and intensity of flavor in 2009 never seen before in
Bordeaux!  The  final  blend  of  75%  Cabernet  Sauvignon,
20% Merlot, and 5% Petit Verdot and a pH of 3.8 combines
the  best  of  a  vintage  such  as  1996,  in  terms  of  structure,
freshness, and precision, with the best of 1982, in terms of
opulence,  power,  unctuosity,  and  thickness.  The  opaque
purple-colored  2009  exhibits  an  intoxicatingly  intense  nose
of red and black fruits, subtle smoke, charcoal, forest floor,
and a hint  of  flowers.  Unusually full-bodied for  a wine from
this  estate  as well  as  unctuously  textured,  voluptuous,  and
incredibly  pure  and  precise,  this  dazzling  wine  should  be
drinkable  at  an  early  age,  and  evolve  for  30+  years.
(Tasted once.)

Like  most  Medoc  chateaux,  Pichon  Lalande  began  their
harvest on September 22, and finished on October 7....

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Chateau d'Yquem

Rating: (96-98)
Drink: -

The  2009  Yquem  has  an  almost  ethereal  nose,  beautifully
defined  with  scents  of  honey,  honeysuckle,  pear,  fresh
apricot  and  a  hint  of  quince.  It  blossoms  in  the  glass,
gaining  intensity  and  expanding  across  the  ether.  The
immediate  impression  is  not  of  a  powerful,  rich,
botrytis-laden Yquem, but one that has semblances with the
2007 in terms of poise and precision, the acidity defining the
wine in its youth and around that, subtle notes of honey, fig,
pear,  apricot  and  just  a  hint  of  ginger  adding  vibrancy  and
edginess towards the pure and tensile  finish.  As expected,
there  is  extraordinary  persistency,  lingering  in  the  mouth
long after  the wine has disappeared, yet  it  will  remain long
in the memory....

- Neal Martin (April, 2010)
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2009 Cos d'Estournel

Rating: (98-100*)
Drink: 2010-2070

The  2009  Cos  d’Estournel  is  one  of  the  greatest  young
wines  I  have  ever  tasted  ...  in  the  world!  An  extraordinary
effort I tasted on two separate occasions, this blend of 65%
Cabernet  Sauvignon  and  the  rest  primarily  Merlot  with  a
dollop  of  Cabernet  Franc  has  a  whopping  14.5%  alcohol,
but  a  remarkably  normal  pH  of  3.69.  Kudos  to
Jean-Guillaume  Prats  and  owner  Michel  Reybier  for  this
amazing  wine  made  from  yields  of  33  hectoliters  per
hectare.  It  will  be  a  legendary  claret  that  should  last  for
50-60  years.   A  black/purple  color  is  accompanied  by
aromas  of  graphite,  ink,  creme  de  cassis,  blackberries,
cedar,  and  incense.  Full-bodied  and  unctuously  textured,
with  an  ethereal  personality,  tons  of  nuances,  and  a
burgeoning  complexity,  it  is  an  enormously  well-endowed,
fresh,  perfectly  balanced  tour  de  force  in  winemaking.  As
mentioned above, it  should drink well  for 50-60 years. This
wine  possesses  this  vintage’s  classic  characteristics  of
enormous power, massive fruit, and extraordinary freshness
and  precision  -  largely  unprecedented,  particularly  for
Cabernet-based wines in the Medoc. (Tasted two times.) ...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Clinet

Rating: (97-100*)
Drink: 2010-2045

The greatest Clinet since the incredible duo produced by the
late  Jean-Michel  Arcaute  in  1989  and  1990,  the  2009
(tasted on 4 separate occasions) was off the charts in terms
of quality and potential. Yields of 47 hectoliters per hectare
were not particularly low, and the fruit used in the final blend
(87%  Merlot,  10%  Cabernet  Franc,  and  3%  Cabernet
Sauvignon; 14% natural alcohol) was all harvested between
September 21 and October 7.  The wine boasts an opaque
black/purple  color  in  addition  to  a  gorgeous  bouquet  of
truffles,  charcoal,  asphalt,  blackberries,  blueberries,  and
meaty,  smoky  notes.  This  dense,  unctuously-textured
Pomerol is built like a skyscraper with multiple layers, sweet
tannins, and enormous concentration as well as length. The
good news is there will  be 4,000 cases of this modern day
legend  in  the  making.  It  should  drink  well  for  30-35  years.
While it’s hard to eclipse a 100-point wine (1989), the 2009
appears to be the finest Clinet has ever made. (Tasted four
times.)...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Cheval Blanc

Rating: (98-100)
Drink: 2015-2050

The  harvest  for  the  2009  Cheval  Blanc  began  in
mid-September  and  finished  on  October  8.  One  of  this
estate’s  greatest  wines,  the  2009  (58%  Merlot  and  42%
Cabernet  Franc)  came  in  at  13.5%  natural  alcohol  (some
lots were as high as 14.5%).  The wine exhibits  sumptuous
aromatics  of  subtle  menthol  intermixed with  caramel,  black
raspberries,  mulberries,  kirsch,  and  cassis.  With  a
stupendous  opulence  and  a  fleshy  mouthfeel,  but  no
heaviness  or  fatigue,  this  dense  wine  is  staggeringly
concentrated,  very  full-bodied,  powerful,  and  silky  smooth.
Irresistible  already,  it  is  almost  frightening  to  think  how
compelling  this  beauty  should  be  in  a  few  years.  (Tasted
once.) Anticipated maturity: 2015-2050.  ...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Ausone

Rating: (95-97+)
Drink: 2010-2060

The  2009  Ausone,  was  produced  at  probably  twice  the
yields  of  the  absolutely  remarkable  2008,  but  is  another
profound effort from Vauthier. Dense purple in color, with an
almost  liqueur  of  limestone  intermixed  with  acacia  flowers,
blueberry, raspberry, and boysenberry fruit, the use of 100%
new oak is completely concealed by the wealth of fruit  and
the lavish richness this wine exhibits. Nevertheless, there is
a  striking  precision,  minerality,  and  purity  to  Ausone.  This
wine might be far more drinkable in 7-8 years than the 2005
or  2008  will  be  with  the  same  amount  of  aging.
Nevertheless, any person lucky enough to latch on to one of
the 1200 or so cases of this wine should realize it is going to
evolve for 20-50 years. (Tasted once.)

Two more brilliant wines from Alain Vauthier, but you might
have to forgive me for not giving a potentially perfect score
in 2009. Readers (and I) have been spoiled by my reviews
of 2008, 2005, 2003, and 2000. Certainly, his 2009 may turn
out to be as riveting, but at this stage, I would have to rate
all those vintages just a notch or two higher....

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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2009 Angelus

Rating: (96-100)
Drink: 2010-2030

I  tasted  this  three  separate  times,  and  on  two  occasions  I
thought it had the potential to be a perfect wine. The home
estate  of  Hubert  de  Bouard,  this  62+  acre  vineyard
produced a  60% Merlot  and  40% Cabernet  Franc  blend  in
2009,  with  yields  of  20  hectoliters  per  hectare,  and  a
whopping  alcohol  degree  of  14.5%.  Of  course,  the  latter
component  is  not  even  noticeable,  as  that  is  one  of  the
erroneous  myths  about  high  alcohol  in  some  2009
Bordeaux.  It  just  doesn’t  show,  thanks  to  the  wine’s
extraordinary  concentration.  This  is  a  fabulous  wine,  with
that  tell-tale,  dense,  inky  blue  color  that  Angelus  always
seems  to  achieve.  It  displays  an  extraordinary  nose  of
acacia  flowers  (or  is  it  violets?)  intermixed  with  blueberry
liqueur,  black  raspberries,  cassis,  licorice,  incense,  and
graphite. Full-bodied, viscous, with great intensity , vibrancy,
and  transparency,  this  is  one  of  the  all-time  great  wines
from Angelus and a 21st  century version of  their  1989 and
1990.  It  should  drink  well  for  20+  years  –  at  the  very
minimum.  (Tasted three times.)...

- Robert Parker (April, 2010)
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